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God’s Power in You:  Part 3

“Grasping the Dimensions of Christ’s Love”
Ephesians 3:18



Introduction
At the close of chapter three, Paul prays a prayer for us that stands as one of the loftiest peaks in the mountain range of Scripture.  Throughout January we’ve been laying the groundwork for climbing this peak – getting up through the foothills and up the major part of the mountain beyond the  timberline.  This week and next, we will make our assault on the peak.  This passage is a progression of five steps (or six – depending on how you count them).
Remember, step one is to be strengthened with power in your inner man through the Holy Sprit.  Once you do that, you’re ready for step two where the powerful presence of Christ dwells continuously in your life through faith.  Then, once your heart becomes the headquarters for the presence of Christ, the result is that you become rooted and established in love which is step three.  
Now we are ready for step four which comes in Ephesians 3:18.  Verse 18 is where we get up above the clouds into the rarified air and the climb really gets steep.  Again Paul prays for still more strength and empowerment for us: 

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ 

This has to be the most expansive verse in the Bible.  I can’t think of a verse that gathers in more truth than this one (and it’s not even a complete sentence in the original).  Yet it’s interesting to me that most of the commentaries have very little say on this verse.  (Usually they comment on just a paragraph or two, and then they move on to the next verse.)  In many passages of Ephesians, the commentators have lots to say – pages and pages – but not here.  They say very little, and a fair amount of what they do say expresses their feelings of inadequacy to expound on this verse.  
I know exactly how they feel.  Every week I feel like my task is beyond the range of my ability. But this week, I opened my Bible on Monday and there was God’s Word saying, 

“Darrell, your task this week is to explain to the people how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.  Then I want you to bring them to a knowledge of love that surpasses knowledge.  Then explain to them what it means to attain to the whole measure of the fullness of God.”  

I felt like calling Dad and saying, “I’m planning on being sick Sunday, can you fill in for me?”
It seems to me some passages are almost better left alone.  This text is many people’s favorite passage because it points to the grandeur of God’s love.  If I make my little puny effort to describe how great God’s love is, no matter what I say will be such a colossal understatement, that I’m afraid I’ll ruin this passage in people’s minds.  
Talking about God’s love is like counting your blessings.  Where do you start?  Where do you stop?  Counting your blessings is an overwhelming task because each one you mention calls to mind hundreds others which you know would lead to thousands of others.  For example,  “I have an arm, that’s one.  There is air to breathe, there’s another one.  The view of the Indian Peaks from this window is spectacular.  I had a place to sleep last night.  My pancreas is working just fine, etc.)  That’s what it’s like contemplating the vastness of God’s love.
You all know something of God’s love.  You understand that He has acted favorably toward you, even to the point that Jesus died for you.  You understand that forgiveness doesn’t happen without love and you know something of how much you have been forgiven.  But what Paul is praying for here goes way beyond the level of knowledge of God’s love that is known to every Christian.
God’s love is an ocean.  We have been paddling around by the beach; some have ventured out over their heads, maybe even 50 or 100 yards from shore.  But out in the middle of the ocean of God’s love, there are depths infinitely beyond anything we have ever conceived.  There are things about God’s love that are possible to know that are far beyond anything you or I have ever imagined.

Step Four – Power
The topic we are going to discuss this morning is so lofty and so far out of normal reach that even after:
	all the power and strengthening we got in step one, and

all the steadfastness we got in step two, and
all the stability and sturdiness and grounding we received in step three,

Paul still begins step four by asking for still more power for us.  
To even begin to grasp the meaning of the love of Christ takes spiritual power.  The journey out toward the depths of this ocean is an adventure and it’s not an easy one.  Preparing this sermon this week was one of the most rigorous spiritual workouts I’ve had in a while.  Christ’s love is so immense that thinking about it and summarizing it in any kind of meaningful way is hard work.  We talk about it all the time, but how often is God’s love really just a word in our minds? Just the sound of four letters strung together?
That’s because the more beautiful something is, the more it takes to appreciate and enjoy that beauty.  For example, pop art is instantly appreciated but the degree of joy it can produce is very limited.  Really excellent art takes some thought and attention but can produce greater enjoyment. The greatest art can’t even be enjoyed without an education.  But the greater the education, the more profound the enjoyment.
That’s why we can’t get to step four until we are  truly rooted and grounded in love already – 

	Beyond the power of verse16 where we are strengthened with power by the Holy Spirit…

Beyond the power of verse 17 in which the presence of Christ in us is steadfast and continuous and unalterable…
Beyond the power of the rest of verse 17 where we are rooted like an oak tree…

Beyond all that, now Paul prays that we will know real power so we can grasp the magnitude of His love.  The word grasp is a wrestling term.  It refers to getting your opponent in a hold.  That takes strength.  Wrapping your arms around the truth of God’s love takes unusual spiritual enablement.  So we are going to make our attempt, however meager, at approaching step four.

Love Defined
Let’s begin by defining love so that we know what we are talking about.  What is love?  If you’ve studied the Bible much, probably the first thing that springs to mind is 1 Corinthians 13 (Love is patient, love is kind…)  But that’s not really a definition.  In the context of 1 Corinthians, all that passage is doing is describing the way love acts toward other people in the church. We can’t limit the definition of love to that.  Describing the way love acts and defining love are two different things.
Defining love is kind of like defining the taste of some food.  It can’t be done with words alone.  The only way to do it is to find someone who has experienced it and say, “That’s what it is.”  For example, if I wanted to define for you the taste of a really good steak, I could put up some charts and show you where it falls on the scale of saltiness, sweetness, bitterness, etc.  But that doesn’t really tell you anything. 
On the other hand, if I say, “Picture this.  In front of you is a perfectly cooked steak.  It’s so tender, you just cut through it with your fork.  As you push your fork into the first bite, your mouth waters in anticipation as the smell is almost as satisfying as eating it.  You put it in your mouth and from the moment it first touches your tongue you are surprised with the intensity of the flavor.  But then when you bite down into it, your mouth is suddenly full of an explosion of flavor as the juices and the texture of that steak just caress the inside of your mouth.  You feel like you never want to stop chewing.”  That’s how to describe a good tasting steak.  
But did you notice I really didn’t say anything defining what the taste is.  To someone who has never had a steak that description would be meaningless. I just tried to call to your mind what the experience is like.  
The best way to understand love is not to find a technical, dictionary definition.  God gave us a huge variety of experiences of love, so when He wants to tell us about His love for us He can just point to those and say, “It’s like that.”  But we are big on definitions so people are always trying to reduce love down to something that can be described in a sentence or two.
The sentimentalists want to reduce it to a mere emotion – just  a feeling.  But love is so much more than that.  If love were just emotional affection, what would you do when your children have a need and, because of your mood, you don’t feel any affection toward them at that moment?  Maybe it’s one of those moments when they are loudly exhibiting their depravity at a moment when you are already having a really hard day.  At a time like that, maybe you don’t feel anything for your child and yet, if he has a serious need, what do you do?  Suppose his life were in danger, wouldn’t you get up out of bed in the middle of the night and rush him to the hospital – even if you had something really important at work the next day, or you were sick and really needed your sleep?  You would meet his need.  What would drive you to do that?  Isn’t it love?  You see, love goes way, way beyond emotion.  If love were just an emotion, your child would be out of luck in a case like that when the emotions aren’t there.
Love also involves a commitment and a self-sacrificial devotion.  However, it does involve the emotions as well.  Some people want to reduce love down to actions only and leave the emotions out.  For example, they say, “As long as you are patient toward people and kind, you don’t envy, you don’t boast, etc., as long as you demonstrate self-sacrificial giving, that’s love.”  That doesn’t make it either.  
Go through Scripture and find the descriptions of God’s love for us, and then try and tell me there is no emotional component.  For example, when Jesus looked over Jerusalem and said, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem!  How often I longed to gather your children together as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing” - are you going to tell me there is no emotion in that?  That Jesus was just doing His duty?  He didn’t say, “Well, the principle of self-sacrifice for the benefit of others demands that I try to gather you together, so I gave it a shot.”  He said, “O, Jerusalem, Jerusalem!”   That’s the language of emotion.  He didn’t call it a duty.  He called it a longing.  It wasn’t an obligation to some abstract principle.  It was His deep desire.
Love is way more than emotion.  There are times when you don’t feel the emotions of love at all, and yet love is still present.  But that doesn’t mean there is no emotional component to love.

Isaiah 62:5  As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.

Jeremiah 32:41  I will rejoice in doing them good and will assuredly plant them in this land with all my heart and soul.

Zephaniah 3:17  The LORD your God…will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.

These are not duties, they are emotions.  God isn’t in heaven saying, “OK, love requires that I sing now.  I guess I have to rejoice over these dumbbells.”  Scripture is painting a picture of God responding toward His people in the way you respond only to those you deeply, deeply love.  Emotion is a huge part of that.  
That is why God gets so angry when someone does something to His beloved people.

Isaiah 30:18  The LORD longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you compassion.

The word longs is a Hebraism that means something like what we mean when we use the phrase “I can’t wait.”  The context of that verse is the fact that hard-hearted Judah is about to face severe punishment.  The point is that even in the times when He has to chastise us in His anger, even at that moment, the Lord can’t wait to show kindness to His people.
God has sent some trials into your life right now and He can’t wait until their purpose is fulfilled so He can remove them.  You might say, “But those are statements about Israel.  Is it appropriate for me to apply that to myself in the Church age?”  It’s true that those things are said to Israel and not the Church.  But what are the implications for the Church?  If that’s how God felt about Israel, how does He feel about us?  Could it be that He loves us less?   If you think so, go back and listen to Part Two of The Five Blessings series when we studied verse 5 of chapter 1 about adoption.  
That’s when we discovered that the affection God has for the Church far exceeds what He had for ethnic Israel in the Old Testament. They were to fear Him as an awesome, dangerous King.  We call Him “Abba” Father; they did not call Him “Abba” Father.  We have been adopted as His own children in His immediate family.  Our relationship to Him is far more intimate than the relationship He had with Israel.  Can you apply the tender expressions of love in the Old Testament to yourself?  No, not until you multiply them by 100.  Whatever He felt for them, He feels much, much more for you as a member of the Church.
What is love?  You know what love is.
	It’s the best of what you have ever experienced in friendship.

It’s the best of what you have ever experienced in marriage.  
It’s the best of what you have ever experienced in your family.
It’ the best of what you have ever experienced with God.

Love is mix of:
	delight in a person,

commitment to that person,
affection for that person,
taking pleasure in that person, and
doing what is in the best interests of that person.

The Dimensions of God’s Love
Paul wants us to grasp the dimensions of God’s love.  He wants us to apprehend and understand in a greater way that God’s love is limitless in every direction from every perspective and in every application.  His love is limitless with respect to time, intensity, patience, appropriateness, variety, generosity, expression and security (to name just a few).  Let’s meditate just on that little list for starters.

Time
The length of God’s love expands through past, present and future.  We learned in Chapter 1 that if you are a Christian, God never began loving you.  His love had no beginning.  His love for you stretches all the way back throughout eternity past.  However far back before the creation your mind is capable of thinking and 100 trillion years before that, God loved you.  You understand that He knew all about you throughout eternity past – right?  He knew what color your hair would be, your favorite food, your private sins, your greatest strength.  Psalm 139 says every day of your life was written in His book before one of them came to be.  We understand that He knew all about us.  
But what many Christians can’t seem to grasp is the fact that He didn’t just know about you.  He had deep affection for you.  He knew about the worst sin you would ever commit, how many times and in what ways you would grieve Him.  He knew perfectly every one of your ugly points, things your spouse can’t even see and things you can’t even see.  He knew all that, yet He really, really liked you.  
In the year 1492, when God was overseeing the voyage of Christopher Columbus across the ocean, God’s thoughts about you brought Him pleasure, even as He thought ahead to the year 2004.
When the Egyptians were building the pyramids thousands of years before Christ, as He watched the pyramids going up, God enjoyed turning His thoughts to think about you, just like you enjoy thinking about those you dearly love.
A smile crossed His face one day when He walked with Adam in the cool of the day in the garden, when He began thinking about you.
That’s why it’s so ridiculous for us to question whether God still loves us when we blow it.  You can’t do anything to change the fact that He loves you because He loved you in eternity past with a full knowledge of everything you would ever do!  If He loved you in eternity past, how could He not love you in the present?
Now, anyone can affirm that it is true that God loved us from eternity past.  But it takes power to be able to really grasp the import of that.  So God’s love is infinitely expansive with respect to time.  It’s also limitless with respect to its intensity.

Intensity 
How intense is God’s love for you?  Love can fall anywhere along a long continuum of intensity.  There are some people for whom you have a very faint love and, for others, a very intense love.  Now remember, God gave us the capacity to love so we could understand His love.  So what kind of love did He give us that best illustrates the intensity that can accompany love?
I would say it’s romantic love.  I don’t know if there is any emotion more intense than romantic love.  When a couple first fall in love, and are still in that time of infatuation, the intensity of their love for each other dominates their lives.  It invades their thoughts 24 hours a day.  It dominates their conversation, what they wear, where they go, when they go there.  That intensity of love drives them to spend lots of time and energy on the relationship.  They will spend hours writing letters or talking when they are together.  When they are not together, they are thinking of creative new ways to express their love.  One reason why God gave us that kind of love is so we could understand something of the degree of intensity that is possible in love.  The height and breadth and depth of God’s love, expanding out forever in all directions, includes that as well.  God’s love for you has an intensity beyond the intensity of any feeling of love you could ever imagine. 

Patience  or endurance
Weak love can die away.  You love someone, then he does something to hurt you and your love just kind of fizzles out.  Sometimes it’s not that anything bad even happens – you just lose contact with the person.  For example, you haven’t talked to him in years and the strength of your love naturally fades out.  On the other end of that scale is enduring love – love that isn’t subject to decay.  
How expansive is God’s love with respect to patience or endurance?  The patient endurance of God’s love for us is so beautifully illustrated in the parable of the Prodigal Son.
The Prodigal comes to his father and essentially says, “I’m sick of waiting for you to die.  Just give me my share of the inheritance now!”  So the father does, and the son goes off and spends that money on riotous, immoral living.  He lives as if he did a study in Proverbs on “How to Be a Fool.”  Once he’s out of money and desperate for food, he decides to go crawling back to his father and say, “I realize I’m unworthy to be your son.  Would you be so gracious as to hire me as a servant?”  Before he can even get close enough to home to get on his knees and start on his little spiel, the father does what would have been very undignified in that culture for an older man – he starts running.  He sprints out to the son and embraces him with genuine, exuberant joy.  Just showing up on the horizon was all the evidence of repentance the father needed, so he throws a party and they have a huge feast.  In the face of all the son’s earlier disrespect, and foolishness, and sin, and even after a long separation, his love for the son remained just as solid as ever.  
God’s love is patient.  It can endure our sin.  Sometimes we think of God’s love as a smoldering wick that gets doused whenever we sin.  It’s not.  If your sin is like a glass of water, God’s love is like the sun.  It not only evaporates the water, but it instantly disintegrates every last trace of the glass.  You might wonder  “But isn’t it possible to ‘sin away your day of grace’?  Isn’t there a point when God’s patience runs out?”  Yes, there is, and we have strong warnings along those lines throughout Scripture.  So how does that square with the fact that God’s love is enduring and patient?  That brings us to the next aspect in which God’s love is perfect.

Appropriateness
1 Corinthians 13:5 says love is not rude.  The word translated rude is schmone,w (skamoneo), and the only other time it is used is in 1 Corinthians 7:36 where it is translated “acting improperly.”  
Love acts appropriately.  This is one area where human love tends to fail the most.  The more you love someone, the easier it is to forget which expressions of love are appropriate and which aren’t.  The appropriate expression of love is the expression that is in harmony with all the other virtues and biblical principles.  If a child is disobedient or disrespectful, the heart of love wants to ignore it.  The strongest love, though, will give the appropriate response, which is discipline.  That’s appropriate because it is in harmony with the needs of the child.  That child needs to learn to obey.  If you are a judge and a murderer or rapist comes before you, if you love him you will have the desire to let him go free.  But that would be inappropriate; the appropriate response would be to punish him.  That’s appropriate because that’s in harmony with justice.
Just as God’s love is infinitely expansive with respect to time and endurance, so it is with respect to appropriate expression.  There is such a thing as what Jesus called the unforgivable sin.  There is a point at which God says, “You refuse to see, therefore I’m going to blind your eyes.  You continue in sin, therefore I’m going to give you over to your sin.  You have resisted the Spirit so long, now I’m going to withdraw the Holy Spirit.”
Again, we have trouble understanding this because this is the point where human love tends to fall so short.  This is the point where so many people develop a twisted, fictional view of God.  They say, “There is no way a loving God would send people to hell.”  So they either just reject God because they don’t approve of justice or they invent their own fictional god who only does pleasant things and never carries out justice.  
There is a word for people who don’t like reality so they invent their own reality.  It’s the opposite of sanity.  Just think about that and look around.  Obviously either there is no God or God considers suffering to be appropriate in a sinful world.
So what is the perfect expression of love that is appropriate in light of justice?  When is it more appropriate to be patient, wait longer, and just keep giving more chances?  When is it more appropriate (when you are in a position of authority) to say, “That’s it.  Now you are going to face consequences.”?
What parent hasn’t wrestled and wrestled and wrestled with that question?  
This is the answer.  When you take every detail of all the circumstances into consideration, and weigh those in light of ALL the principles in Scripture with a perfect love and a perfect sense of justice in perfect harmony with every other virtue and priority, then your response will be the appropriate response.
That’s why this is the part of love where we fall short.  But God’s love expands out into eternity with just as much height and just as much depth and just as much breadth and just as much length, with respect to appropriateness, as it does with respect to time, or magnitude or intensity or patience.  What is the perfect appropriateness?  Whatever God does.
That is what is so wonderful about the fact that we can trust God.  We don’t have to fret and worry and second guess whether hell is a good idea or under exactly which circumstances someone should go there.  We can just take delight in knowing that God’s love is perfect in its appropriateness.  Any time you suffer any kind of pain or sorrow, you can rest assured that this is the greatest possible expression of God’s love for you given the present and upcoming circumstances.

Variety
Lamentations 3:22-23  Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning…

My wife loves it when I’m creative in my expressions of love for her.  The same old thing every single day becomes meaningless.  No matter how much you like roller coasters, if you rode one every day, it would get boring.  No matter how much you like cheesecake, if you ate a piece every meal you would get sick of it.  Even the most wonderful things in life can become monotonous when there is no variety.  That’s tough for a husband because he tries to be romantic, but after he brings flowers, lights some candles, or does a few creative dates, he starts to run out of ideas.  
The reason young lovers stay up at night dreaming up creative ways to express their love is because they understand that a new expression of love has a greater impact.  How creative is God?  Lamentations 3 says His expressions of love are new every morning which is really true.  Every day He gives expressions of kindness that are brand new.  He’s only been doing that for about 6,000 years (that we know of) multiplied times the average number of people in the world.  That’s a lot of ideas!  But He’s just barely getting warmed up.  If Lamentations 3 is right, and the variety and creativity of God’s love are part of His nature, then this will go on for all eternity.  Each time some little good thing happens to you that is new, remember this.

Generosity 
Love is generous.  If the only expression of love is self-sacrificial giving, then it’s no surprise that the deeper the love, the more profuse and generous that giving will be.  When you have limited love for someone, you will seek to meet his basic needs.  But if it’s someone you really love, more than you love anyone else, you want to do a lot more than just meet basic needs.  Your giving becomes abundant.
We just thought through all the variety of gifts God has given.  Let’s take a moment and think about the portions and amounts in which He gives those gifts.  You can tell how much God cares about you as an individual by the serving sizes He puts on your plate when He blesses you.  The word that best describes God’s portions is “superabundant.”  He always gives way more than we can even receive.  The feeding of the 4,000 people is a good illustration of the way God provides, an all-you-can-eat feast for a multitude, and after everyone is stuffed full, the disciples gather seven huge basketfuls of leftovers.  (The Greek word used to describe those leftovers is perisseu,w (perisseuo) which means, “abundantly more than what is necessary.” Whenever you find descriptions of God’s blessings in the Pauline epistles, you can expect to see this word.)  The NIV usually translates it “overflow.”  
Paul talks about the fact that we are receiving:
	the overflowing riches of the grace of God (Romans 5:15, Ephesians 1:8)

overflowing hope (Romans 15:13)
overflowing comfort from God (2 Corinthians 1:5)
overflowing glory of the ministry of the Gospel (2 Corinthians 3:9)
overflowing joy (2 Corinthians 8:2, Philippians 1:26)
overflowing ability to do good works (2 Corinthians 9:8)
overflowing love, knowledge and depth of insight (1 Thessolonians 3:12, Philippians 1:9)

Everything God gives us, He gives us in measures too much for us to even fully receive.  There is never a time we can point to some spiritual grace and say, “This is all I have, because it’s all God provided.”  In every case He has always made more available to us than we have received.  All His gifts abundantly overflow.  The word perisseu,w (perisseuo) occurs 39 times in the New Testament (two-thirds of those are from Paul’s pen.)  But Paul wasn’t even satisfied with that because, whatever the biggest word for abundance there is, it isn’t big enough to describe the measure of God’s gifts.  So he comes up with the term u`perperisseu,w (hyper-perisseuo).  
Hyper means “over.”  The word hyper attached to the beginning of all kinds of different words describes fullness or abundance.  In the epistles, hyper is added 40 times onto the beginning of a word.
God’s gifts aren’t just overflowing.  They are flowing over into over-overflow that flows way over regular abundant overflow.  For example, Romans 5:20 talks about the over-overflow of God’s grace and 2 Corinthians 7:4 is about the over-overflow of joy.
When Paul tries to describe the serving sizes of the blessings we have received from God he pushes human language to its limit, even a little beyond its limit.  The word that describes God’s love for you is lavish.  The greater the love, the more generous the expression.  Given the overflowing super-abundant bounty He lavished upon us in every spiritual blessing in Christ, how could any of us ever question the degree of fondness God has for you?

Expression 
You’ve heard about the couple who went for marriage counseling and the woman said, “He never tells me he loves me,” and the man responds, “I told her I loved her at our wedding 20 years ago.  If anything changes, I’ll let her know.”  That’s not love.  Every woman knows that there is no such thing as unexpressed love. The greater the love, the greater the expression.  
There is really only one expression of love: self-sacrificial giving.  So, has God given you anything?  
If you’re an unbeliever, He has given you life and breath and everything else.  He gave you existence and the dignity of being in the image of God.  He gave you a body and health and a mind and the opportunity to know Him.  He gave you a wonderful, mind-boggling beautiful world full of countless millions of gifts.  All the love ever expressed to you through anyone came from Him.  
If you’re a believer, that list multiplies indefinitely.  He has given you:
	new life

righteousness
forgiveness of sins
the Holy Spirit
countless promises of blessing
spiritual gifts
a role in the Kingdom of God
the privilege of serving Him
the privilege of knowing Him
adoption into His family
a promise to sanctify you and conform you to the image of Christ
a promise to prepare a place for you, come back for you and bring you to be with Him forever
all the benefits that come through all the ministries and spiritual gifts of the Church
the Holy Scriptures
the ability to be receptive to the Scriptures
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade
the secrets of the mystery of the Kingdom

The real question isn’t “Has He given you anything?”  The real question is, “Is there anything of any significance that He hasn’t given you?”
How has God expressed His love for you?  As the poem says, someone asked the Lord how much he loved you and He said “This much”, stretched out His arms, and allowed nails to be driven through them.  The greatest expression of love is the expression that meets your greatest need at the greatest cost to Him.  Our need was redemption, forgiveness of sins, and righteousness.  To give that to us would cost Him so much.  Just the contemplation of what it would cost made Him cry out to God with loud shouts and tears for hours and to sweat drops of blood.
The actor who played the role of Jesus in Mel Gibson’s new movie (The Passion) was at a conference my sister attended recently.  He talked about how they did the scene where Jesus gets flogged.  They had a board on his back that they were whipping.  One time they missed, and part of the scourge actually came in contact with the actor’s back.  He said, “Being in that position with the whip hitting the board, I thought I had an idea of how it might feel – I didn’t.”  He said the pain was so excruciating it was unlike any pain he had ever experienced and it instantly took his breath away.  He collapsed on the ground and was literally unable to make any sound to let them know what had happened.  At that point, Mel Gibson thought he was still acting.  The actor said that he was unable to think of words to describe how painful that was.  (They left that footage in the movie by the way.)  
Renee said after seeing that movie, the next time she took communion she cried.  It changed the way she worships.  No wonder!  Each excruciating blow of the scourge was Jesus’ way of saying, “I love you.”  He expressed His love for you by taking the crown of thorns and the brutal punches and the spit in the face.  That was His way of shouting, “I love you!”  
All of that was probably nothing compared to that dreadful moment when our sins were laid upon Him and all of the eternal wrath of God was poured out on Him.  He did all that while we were yet His enemies.  To do that for a friend is one thing.  He did it for us while we despised Him.  He did it knowing that, even after we heard about all His suffering, we would continue to go on committing the very sins for which He suffered and paid.  Do you realize what level of affection is required to drive Him to do that for you?  Dear brothers and sisters, would you doubt His love for you?  Consider the height and depth and length and breadth of His love with respect to time, intensity, patience, appropriateness, variety, generosity and expression.  One other important element of love is security.

Security 
You know how close a relationship is by how secure it is.  
There are some of you I don’t know very well, so our friendship isn’t all that secure.  I don’t know much about you, you don’t know much about me so I have no idea how much adversity our friendship could handle.  For all I know I could sin against you one time, make one mistake, or fail to say the right thing at some moment and you might bail out on the friendship completely.  
On the other hand, I have some very close friends who have made it very clear that they love me.  Because of that love, the friendship is very secure.  I’ll open up to them and allow them to see my weaknesses and flaws.  I’m honest with them about my sins.  I’m relaxed around them; I can make mistakes around them.  I know that even if I hurt them or show how unlovely I really am, nothing is going to happen to the friendship.
You can tell how much someone really loves you by how secure the relationship is.  You can tell the strength of affection someone has for you by what it takes to separate you from their love.  How secure are you in God’s love?  What would it take for you to be separated from the love of Christ?  

Romans 8:38-39  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

None of us really have too much trouble thinking of God as loving.  Our problem comes in that whatever concept we have of His love is way too limited.

1 Kings 10:8-9  Blessed be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in you …Because of the LORD's eternal love for (you)

Well, I think what I feared most on Monday came to pass.  Whatever picture I’ve painted in your mind about the magnitude of the love of Christ is dramatically inadequate.  
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Benediction:  Collossians 3:12-14  
Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.   Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.   And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.


          

Review Question:

	Why does it require even more power for us to grasp the dimensions of the love of Christ?


